Meeting in Hemingbrough
Last night, not for the first time, I attended a meeting of distressed villagers in Hemingbrough.  A village with one of the oldest churches in England and in, perhaps, one of the sleepiest corners.  Why were they distressed?  They have been bitten by a European Directive.  The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.  A little known directive, aren’t they all?, which was designed to stop land locked countries putting unsavoury waste into the rivers and water courses of countries down stream.  Countries often newly joined to the EU with lower standards than Western Europe.  They are now faced with a proposal to double the size of the sewage treatment plant.  The new extension will be within 200 yards of residential property.  The consultation process by Yorkshire Water was hopelessly bungled by their own admittance and the villagers were out for blood.  They have my sympathy, but they really vented their spleen on the wrong target.  There should never have been a need to extend the plant at all.  The directive was never designed for an Island whose rivers flow to the sea, not through anyone else’s country.  The existing effluent is treated to a perfectly satisfactory and safe standard for its purpose.  I voted against it at the time knowing it was unnecessary and that the £60 million cost of the directive would fall on Yorkshire Water customers.  I counselled Yorkshire Water some years ago to make it known to customers this directive would be expensive and disruptive.  They declined.  More fool them.

I have visited countless villages distressed by other EU environmental directives which have backfired.  Land fill and energy to name but two.  The most serious of all being our ludicrous commitment to 20% ‘renewables’ by 2020.  This will mean at least 30,000 monster wind turbines across our beautiful island.  I have seen whole villages in tears on this one, men included.

Yet no one is interested in ‘Europe’.  Well they are now, especially in Hemingbrough.  And the duplicitous politicians who turn up in these villages to ‘show solidarity’ forget to mention all the main parties voted for these directives.  I have the electronic voting records to prove it.  So if your village is threatened by Euro legislation but you are not interested in ‘Europe’ you have only yourselves to blame.
